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Scientific knowledge informs many of today’s most consequential individ-
ual, organizational, and societal decisions - from health and education to
climate policy, emerging technologies, and economic governance. At the
same time, science depends on public support: for funding, institutional
autonomy, and the legitimacy to contribute to policy advice and public
debate. Yet scienceis also a prototypical “expert system”: for most people,
its processes and evidence are not directly accessible in everyday life, and
assessments of scientific claims therefore often rely on trust in scientists
and scientific institutions. Understanding how trust in scientists is distrib-
uted across societies, what shapes it, and what the public expects from
scientists is thus central for both democratic governance and the future
of research.

This has become increasingly important given popular narratives which
suggest a widespread crisis of public trust in science in many countries
globally. Viktoria Cologna and Niels G. Mede set up a consortium of 241
researchers from 179 institutions across the world to investigate this nar-
rative with a global Many Labs survey of more than 70,000 respondents. It
examined people’s attitudes to scientists, including perceptions of scien-
tists’ trustworthiness and their desired role in society and policymaking,
in 68 countries, including Switzerland. In this lecture, Cologna and Mede
present key insights from the study, with a focus on the Swiss results, and
discuss implications for scientists, science communicators, and higher
education and research institutions.
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Das CHESS will die Selbstreflexion der Hochschulen und der Wissenschaften starken und die
Herausforderungen thematisieren, welche durch die veranderten gesellschaftlichen Erwartungen
von den zunehmend autonomen Hochschulen bewaltigt werden miissen.
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