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The NIPS experiment

https://blog.mrtz.org/2014/12/15/the-nips-experiment.html
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• Acknowledge the limitations of peer review
• Remove bias against risky research
• Reduce unconscious bias (e.g., against women applicants) 

that resides in panel
• Correct for the “Matthew effect” whereby recipients of one 

grant are more likely to get another. 

“The system is already in essence a lottery without the 
benefit of being random”

• Increase efficiency

Potential advantages of a modified lottery approach
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1 3.5 Female

2 3.45 Male

3 3.36 Male

4 3.24 Ethnic minority

5 3.13 Young researcher

6 3.05 Clinician

7 3.05 Male

8 2.92 Male 

9 2.91 Female

10 2.91 Clinician

11 2.90 Young researcher

12 2.52 Male

13 2.40 Male 

14 2.24 Male 

15 2.10 Female

16 2.05 Clinician
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… evaluated by local 
committees

Postdoc.Mobility
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Career funding

About 1400 applications!
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Pilot study
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Pilot study
Costs. Peer-review systems are costly in terms of time 
and effort – for funders, peerreviewers,
and in particular for applicants.
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Pilot study

Start in 2019
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Contact / Further information

Twitter.com/snsf_ch
Twitter.com/fns_ch
Twitter.com/snf_ch

Facebook.com/snf.fns.snsf.ch LinkedIN.com/company/snsf

Youtube.com/SNSFinfo
Youtube.com/FNSinfo
Youtube.com/SNFinfo

www.snsf.ch

matthias.egger@snf.ch
@eggersnsf
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